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A new way to organize research

UMC Utrecht believes sciences needs to rethink itself. Perverse incentives in
the current science system have led to a massive increase in the number of
articles published. But the majority of these articles are never read. Besides,
much of the findings appear only important to scientists, not to society as
a whole, whom science supposedly serves. This mismatch follows from the
short-term risk-averse funding environment that is ill-equipped to tackle
complex societal problems that require long-term commitment.

Taking a new approach on education

UMC Utrecht develops new master tracks together with other universities, along the lines of the
six research programs. The Selective Utrecht Medical Master program (SUMMA) trains doctors to
link clinical practice and scientific innovations. In the SUMMA Tech track medical doctors gain extra
understanding of new technological developments in for example imaging, minimally invasive

o surgery and regenerative medicine. This track is a collaborative effort of UMC Utrecht, Utrecht
University and Eindhoven University of Technology.

At the UMC Utrecht we are trying to address these systemic shortcomings.
We increasingly value research and researchers based on scientific quality
and societal relevance, not solely on bibliometric parameters. Also, we try
and connect with our societal stakeholders — patients, patient organizations,
charity funds - to define our research agenda.

Also, UMC Utrecht students in regenerative medicine can participate in a joint program with the
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia, and obtain a PhD at both institutions.

"We are reaching out to society’, says Prof. Frank Miedema, dean and
vice chairman of the executive board of UMC Utrecht.”In this brochure
UMC Utrecht provides some examples of how it has adapted its research
organization to the demands of the 21st century!”
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And the winner is...

All health professionals in UMC Utrecht are invited to
participate in a contest for innovative ideas that improve
health care: the Ureka Mega Challenge. The contestant with
the best and most promising idea receives financial support
to make it happen.
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